Characteristics of immunocomplex in autopsy tissues of hemorrhagic fever with renal syndrome.
Using repeated PAP or repeated PAP and ABC immunocytochemical methods, we were able to demonstrate viral antigens, Ig and Clq in the tissues of 20 autopsy materials that had been preserved for 3-30 years. Serial paraffin sections were stained with the first antibodies against both viral antigens (G2 and Np) and human IgG, IgM, C3 and Clq. Immunocomplex, composed of viral antigen, IgG and Clq were found diffusely in the cells of each organ and extracellularly in the sera, various secretions and exudates. When stained by A25 etc, coarse granular antigen or inclusion bodies were found without demonstrable Ig and Clq. It was concluded that the immunocomplex in tissues of epidemic hemorrhagic fever in Shaanxi Province, China was both intracellular and extracellular and was perhaps soluble due to antigens in excess, with characteristics quite different from that of other immune diseases.